


A GIFT OF MUSIC 

 
The Spindle City Historic Society recently 

acquired a briefcase belonging to Abram W. Lansing.  
It contains 16 original songs composed by him ranging 
from religious music to polkas.  The compositions were 
written for the pianoforte or choral voices.  Among the 
sheet music is an unpublished composition, “Hear Us, O 
Father”, possibly one he was working on when he died. 

This gift of music was donated to the Society by 
Barbara Mayell, a lifelong resident of the Boght Road 
area.  Barbara does not know how far back her family’s 
relationship with the Lansings can be traced but she 
remembers that her grandfather served as overseer of the 
Lansing North Mohawk Street property and her 
grandmother handled housekeeping chores plus the care 
of an elderly Lansing relative.  Both her grandparents 
and parents were good friends with Abram Lansing and 
they shared many social occasions together.  Although 
only a young child, Barbara recalls spending much time 
at the Lansing home.  She and her younger sister had 
specific instructions not to go near “Uncle Abram’s” 
piano or desk.  In spite of that, her sister, Janet, was 
found at the desk gluing his sheets of music together.  
Barbara tells that Mr. Lansing reacted to the incident 
laughingly, being a man with a wonderful sense of 
humor who enjoyed having the children around. 
 Barbara’s recollections of Abram Lansing 
include the fact that his talent for music did not extend to 
driving his Hupmobile.  Therefore, when required to 
travel outside of Cohoes, Barbara’s father, Egbert 
Mayell, would drive Mr. Lansing to his destination.  
Around town, Abram’s mode of transportation was a 
bicycle – with big wheels. 

Abram Lansing, who was born in 1861, was 
educated in Cohoes public schools and Albany Academy, 
graduating from Williams College in 1883.  He was 
supervisor of music in the public schools, organist and 
choirmaster for the Fourth Presbyterian Church of 
Albany and the Silliman Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
member of the Cohoes Musical Society and Director of 
the Cohoes Community Orchestra.  He was also a 
member of the Board of Education and active in the 
YMCA.  Abram Lansing died in January 1928 and is 
buried in Albany Rural Cemetery. 

Our sincere thank-you to Barbara for both her 
donation and the personal glimpse of a man who 
contributed much to the Cohoes community. 

GOOD NEWS 
 

Articles entitled “Cohoes’ Forgotten Railroads”, 
Parts I & II, written by Steve Lackmann, appeared in the 
Summer and Winter issues of the Spindle City Historic 
Society’s newsletters. 

The president of the Society received the 
following message from J. Winthrop Aldrich, Deputy 
Commissioner for the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation: 

“I am just delighted with your newsletter from 
Cohoes.  I think it gets better and better.  It’s extremely 
well written and the articles are, without exception, 
interesting.  I was fascinated by the account of the 
Rensselaer and Saratoga Railroad.  I had no idea it was 
so early.  And that wonderful picture of the locomotive 
and few cars coming past the Van Schaick house is 
marvelous.  I hadn’t realized that it was operating as 
recently as ’77.  You add a lot to our knowledge and I 
know it also encourages the people of Cohoes to see to 
their preservation.  Thanks a lot.” 

We appreciate both Steve’s contribution and Mr. 
Aldrich’s recognition of our efforts to highlight Cohoes’ 
history and people. 

 
 
 
 

THE WINNERS ARE……… 
 
The Spindle City Historic Society’s 2000 Raffle winners 
were picked at the Canal Square Christmas Tree 
Lighting on November 25th.  They were:  
 Mrs. Imory of Schenectady - Matted Cohoes 
Village Water Rent Receipts donated by Rich Hogan. 
 John Wilmer of Albany - Crystal bells donated 
by Marra’s Pharmacy. 

Barbara McDonald of Cohoes - Baby afghans 
donated by Linda Christopher. 

Congratulations and thank you for participating. 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to Deitchers Wallpaper Factory Outlet & 
Design Center for their contribution of matting board 
for the SCHS’s Images of America project, a pictorial 
history of Cohoes. 












